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The Fourth Sunday in Advent                            December 21, 2014 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude        
 The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 The Opening Hymn 
  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                      (v.1,2,4) No. 245                                  
 The Prayer  
 The Time for Greeting 
 The Announcements 
 The Testimony 
  “Who's Got the Story BAG?”  
  The Christmas Carol Sing 
 The Children's Message 
 

We Hear God’s Word  
 The Lesson – Psalm 89:1-5 

 1 
I will sing of the LORD’s great love forever; 

    with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known 
    through all generations. 
2 
I will declare that your love stands firm forever, 

    that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 
3 
You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 

    I have sworn to David my servant, 
4 
‘I will establish your line forever 

    and make your throne firm through all generations.’” 
5 
The heavens praise your wonders, LORD, 

    your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. 
The Gospel – Luke 1:26-38 

26 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent 

the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 
27 

to a virgin 
pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant 
of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 

28 
The angel went to 

her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The 
Lord is with you.” 

29 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered 

what kind of greeting this might be. 
30 

But the angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 
31 

You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to 
call him Jesus. 

32 
He will be great and will be called the Son 

of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
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father David, 
33 

and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 
forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

34 
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a 

virgin?” 
35 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the 
holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 

36 
Even 

Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, 
and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth 
month. 

37 
For no word from God will ever fail.” 

38 
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your 

word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 
 

We Confess Our Faith 
 The Apostles’ Creed                                                      (on screen) 
  

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Offering 
  The Offertory        “We Are An Offering”                     (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 The Anthem   
  “The First Noel”                                     arr. by Russell Mauldin                
    The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 The Sermon    
  “Do Not Be Afraid”                                             Pastor Jensen 
       The Hymn                                               (Please use your hymnal) 
  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                            No. 244 
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 The Benediction 
 The Hymn   
     “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                                      No. 277 
 The Ministry of Prayer 
     The Postlude  
 

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Greeters: John & Jackie Arthur 

Ushers: Ole & Jackie Skaar, Jacob Chodur, Joel Danielson, John  
 Rathmacher  

Candlelighter: Jarrett Chodur 

Reader: Carol Ann Morris 

Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house. Visitors 
are encouraged to go to the welcome table in the narthex for 
information about our church and a free gift! 
 

 

The fourth candle lit on the Advent Wreath is 
called The Angels’ Candle. It is the candle of 
joy and love – a reminder of the grace given to 
all who accept the Christ Child. 
 

 

Don't forget the time of fellowship and refreshments in the Social 
Hall following the service today. Members are invited to sign up to 
serve coffee fellowship in 2015. A signup sheet is located on the 
bulletin board in the kitchen. 
 

A short service of Holy Communion will be held in the chapel 
immediately following our worship service today. Everyone is 
welcome. 
 

The nursery expansion project began this past week. Thus, the 
nursery will not be available today. Parents can take their children, if 
need be, to the library or room #5 by the chapel. 
 

There will be no Sunday School classes next Sunday.  
 

Our Trinity and Confirmation classes and Junior Choir will not 
meet again until January 7 because of Christmas break. The youth in 
these classes went caroling this past Wednesday to some of our 
older members. 
 

The church office will close at noon December 24 and will be closed 
on Thursday, December 25. 
 

We thank our members for their faithful giving week after week 
throughout the year. Together we seek to fulfill God’s plans for his 
church now and in the New Year. To be able to have your gifts 
credited to your giving for 2014 please have them to the church office 
by 3 P.M. Wednesday, December 31. 
 

If you are looking for a good Christmas gift this year, please 
consider one or more of the Immanuel Anniversary Cookbooks or 
CDs. They will be on sale for $10 each in the narthex today or in the 
church office during the week. 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 400 



Congratulations to Solvay Twedt who is celebrating her 80th 
birthday today. 

 

The Immanuel Church Library has received the autobiography of 
Pastor Orville Sanderson (pastor at Immanuel from 1980-1988), as a 
gift from his son, Dan Sanderson.  Before Pastor Sanderson passed 
away, he had written his biography from his growing up years on the 
farm in Jackson, Minnesota to his pastorate here at Immanuel.  It is 
called Fisher of Men and can be found on the New Book shelf in the 
library. You will find it interesting to read and an encouragement for 
your faith walk. 

 

January 4th Combined Adult Class; 8:30 - 9:15 A.M. in the Social 
Hall… Presentation on Honduras by the Story City team that went in 
November. There will be a video, short presentation and time for 
questions. 
 
Upcoming Events 

 Mark your calendar for Immanuel Quilt Tying Work Days to be 
held Thursday, January 8 from 9 A.M. to 12 noon.  

 
 
 
 

 

                             
 

Wednesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
  4:30 P.M.    Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Service 
             8:00 P.M.    Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Service  
                                with Holy Communion   
    

Sunday, December 28 
  9:30 A.M.     Worship 
  10:30 A.M.  Coffee Fellowship 
 

Everyone is invited to the 
Christmas Eve services this week. 

            

Reminders 

 During the winter months, if you would like an usher to pick you 
up and take you to worship, feel free to let the church office know 
and we will make arrangements.  

 Electronic Giving. Immanuel Lutheran Church is able to process 
your contributions electronically. You have the option to contribute 
monthly or weekly in any amount you choose. Your contribution 
can be split into several different funds if you desire. If you would 
like to set up an automatic withdrawal from your checking or 
savings account to be sent to the church’s account, please stop in 
the church office to complete an authorization form. You are also to 
give through our Immanuel website. 

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. Please ask an 
usher to assist you. 

 The “Our Daily Bread” devotional books for the winter quarter are 
available on the shelf in the narthex. The "Connections” magazine 
is there as well. 

 The 2015 "Daily Texts" Devotional books are available on the 
welcome table for $7.00. 

 

 

 
 

As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Safety for all those traveling during the holidays. 

 The peace of Christ to rule in our hearts, homes and world. 
 
We praise God for: 

 How He blesses us in unexpected ways and uses us to bless 
others. 

 The promise of His coming reign that has already begun in 
Jesus. 

 

 

 



 

 

Youth Activities 

High School Youth Group Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be January 11, 2015 from 3:30-5:00 PM. I 

hope to see you there! Bring a friend!  It is going to be a great time 

of fun, friends and fellowship!  We will finish our discussion on 

"Koinonia".   

 

Middle School Youth Group Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be Sunday, January 11, 2015 from 2:00-

3:20 PM. I hope to see you there! Bring a friend!  It is going to be a 

great time of fun, friends and fellowship!   

 

Middle and High School Youth Group Activities 

Youth Group Christmas Party - Today from 4-6 PM, both Youth 

Groups (M.S. & H.S.) will join together and have a Christmas Party at 

the Hansen house (400 Frandsen Dr. in Roland).  We will be sharing 

Christmas tradition stories, playing games, eating delicious food, 

making Christmas cards for Bethany Manor residents and exchanging 

Christmas gifts with each other.  If you want to participate in the 

gift exchange, please bring a wrapped $5-7 meaningful gift.  Middle 

School students will exchange with Middle Schoolers and High School 

students will exchange with High Schoolers.  This will be a great time 

of fellowship between all the Youth of Immanuel!   

 

Merry Christmas - I hope and pray that this Christmas is a time of 

celebrating family and recognizing all that Jesus is doing in your life. 

I hope that each one of you has a blessed and relaxing time off of 

school and work and that you take time to focus on Jesus NOT on 

what gifts you did or did not get. Remember, Jesus is THE reason for 

the season. May God bless you now and always! — Zachary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 21 – December 28, 2014 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, December 21 
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:30 A.M. Service of Holy Communion 
4:00 P.M. Youth Group Christmas Party 
 

Monday, December 22 
 

Tuesday, December 23 
9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting  

 

Wednesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
12:00 Noon Church Office Closed 
4:30 P.M. Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Service 
8:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Service with 

Holy Communion 
 

Thursday, December 25 - Christmas 
  Church Office Closed 

                                         
Friday, December 26 
 

Saturday, December 27 
   

Sunday, December 28 
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)  


